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3601 Locust Walks, Univernsity of Fennsylvania (215) 746-6046

Greetings from PAACH!

Welcome to the second atwal
igsue of the Pan-Asian Ameti-
caty C ooty House’s Sum-
mer newsletter] In Nowvember
2005 P&ACH celebrated its
Fifth Vear Anniversary, wel
coming  bhack to campus
alumni, former staff, current
students, outrent staff,
friends—everyone who Thas
been a part of our success. We
welcomed  home over 50
alumni to the celebration, held
oty campus i Houston Hall. In
addition, PAACHs first Direc-
tor, Dt Karen S0 was in atten-
datice, flying in from Chicago
to be a part of the evening.
Along with Karen, former DH-
rector Dy, Ajay Mair and for-
met staff members Ven Ling
Shek and Dharma Naik also
returned to share the evening,
The evening was a culttination
of et ous hours of plamning,
oversest by PAACH s Office
Coordinator, Wiz,  Kusum
Soinn. Kusum worked with
students Brian Fedondo

(C°05), Pamela Orozeo (W
N08), and Haijing Qiu (C707F)
to platn a memorable evening
for all. The night begat with a
welcome from Associate Vice
Frowost Terry Comry, whose
cotstant support of PAACH
atnid all the cultural certers at

Fenn help us to thive. The
evendng  was  filled  with
speeches  from  those who

helped to establish PASCH at
Fenrn, including Ms. Hoa
Duong (2701, one of the stu-
dents most passionate snd in-
volved it helping to hring
about PAACH. 3he told the
tale of how we got our name—
“PAACHT sounded like
“patch”, and this center was
seet1 a8 a way it which to help
patch up a quilt of diversity on
our  campus. Dr Rosahe
Focher and L. Joseph Sun
were preserted “Friends of
PAACH” awards for theit con-
titiaal suppott of PAACH s
mission. A slideshow of owr
programs, events, speakers,

PAACH Award Honorees

PAACH Awards wete pre-
serted at PAACH s first An-
tmal Zendor Bend-off barbe-
gue held at the Greenfield
Intercultural Center on April
2dth. Senior awards went to
Mlehreen Hossain (WO and
Wesley MNakamowa (C°06).
The Comnunity Involvement

Aoward  was  presented  to
James Lin (C706) and the
Bengali Btudent Association.
Ms. Eleanot Hing Fay, from
PAACH s Advisory Board
and Penn’s Corporate and
Foundation Relations Depart-
ment was the recipient of the
D+ Rosane Rocher Award

guests, and open houses, re-
mitided mary alumed of their
yourgZer days at Perm, and
petformances by Perm Ilasala
(who  also  performed  at
PAACH s grand opening in
2000 and a skit by the
“Pa&ACH Fegulars” (finished
with & tousing rendition of
“Build me up, Buttercup™

helped to bring levity and en-
tertaitument to the evening
The night ended with a toast
by Karen Su and Kusum Soin
as we all toasted and wowed o
cotne together in 2010 to cele-
brate PAACH s tenth weat.

(Lto Fjp:Kaxen Su, June Chu, ¥Yen
Ling Shek, Ajay Naix, Husum Soin,
and Dhaxma Naik

atd Wilson Tong (C7°09) and
Artina Shiekh (C702) wete
prezented with the PAACH
Rizitng Leader Award The
douth  Asia  Jociety  was
natmed the Cutstanding Sto-
derit Organdzation in  this,
their 25 Vear at Penn.
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What 1s the Asian Pacific Student Coalition? By Jun L1 C°0T

The Lsian Pacifie Student Coalition
(APSCY exsts as a unifiring alliance of twenty
LPLE studert groups on campus. Cher the
past 11 wears, we have served to represent the

mmterests and causes of the APLS corrmity
to the Untrersity adirdstration. We havee also
functioned to prowwcte and celebrate the rich-
ness of the Asian Pacific fmercan culture,
facilitate  corarmumication between  student
gronps, advocate for PAACH and Asian
Lrperican Studies (ASAND), and provide a
forurn for issues of student concern.

Lz we entered the 2006 tfern this
past Deceraber, our eight board merbers had
biz dreams for the coalition, which were ordy

made possible by the successes of our prede-
cessors. Adopting our Chair’s (Mana Maka-
gawa, College 07) motto of working “fror
the inside out,” we hoped to approach this year
with an attitude of building internally to make
changes externally. The goals we set for owr
tertn include strengthening the cwrent liaison
systern, developing a raore coberent Losian-
Lomerican  almromi network, and increasing

awareness of resources for our constituencies.

Aetp: | jdale Rinupenmedi j~apac

Internal and External State of APSC By Jun L1 C07

Intermnal: With an “inside — out” approacty,
we place a strong emphasis on the coalition
deciding as a whole as to what direction
APEC would take this year. We started ot
with an informal “Meet & Greet” a gather-
ity of cotstitnent members, APIC represen-
tatrres, and the APSC hoard, to credte a
forum for collaborations to dewelop out of
friendships. "We promoted the use of our
newly revamped website (httpoff
dolphin e edifapsc) as an online re-
source center where our constituencies could
keep themselves updated about each others’
activities, as well as the general welfare of
the coalition, and be linked to relevant -
versity  resources. The Conference  for
& chievement Through Asian Pacific Undes-
graduate Leadership Training
(CATAPULT), our JTawary leadership re-
treat co-sporwored with PAACH, provided
the space whete we, as & coalition, dismssed
out wision for APSC after an inspiving day
of meeting Hoa Duong C701, one of the
students itstramental in the founding of
PAACH. Throughout the wear, along with
collaborative everts such as “Tron Chef” co-
hosted b the Korean Stadent Association
(ESA), Chinese Student Association (05A)
atid the Japanese Stadent Association, o
cotwstituerts contitmed to g on successful

arrmial culbaral shows including: The Viet-
ratmese Student Associaticn’s “Diymasty”™,
Fetm Philippine Association’s “The Remdx”,
E2A%s Gl Cho™, C34&%s “The Little Red
Book”, Pern Hawail Club’s Luau, FPemn
Tadwrarniese Society™s “Tore”, and Soath Asia
Society’s 25th Arniversary, to natme just a
few. To celebrate our successfial year to-
gether, we gathered our constibuent groups
and held a “Fofluck af fhe Beach”, ohe of
the first of its kind for AP3C,

External: &z an advocate for our student
groups, PAACH, and Asian American Stud-
ies (ASAN, APSC contitmies to make pro-
gress i its itveolvement with untversity af-
faits. Past key ewents include the Provost
Presentation in eatly Febmiary, where six
issues were addressed: facilities (cultural
resoutce centers), increased funding for each
Center for student programening, technology
suppott, targeted collaborative fiads, central
development support, atnd staff and adminds-
trattre resources for each Certer. Following
this presertation, Provost Dardels personally
toured the ARCH tuilding, which houses
three of our culbaral resoutce centers on
catnpug, and propelled ARCH renovrations
as a priotity on the University’s agenda for
catnpns expansion atd developement. T mdd-
Liarch, APEC applied for one of the five

Udvocacy fox oux
student groups,

FPAUCH, and ASAM

Urdversity Council  seats  for  misf
utderrepresented student groups, idertifying
a menital health concern among the AFPTA
comaratity  atmong other issaes, and re-
ceived a seat for the 2006-2007 school year.
To cloge the semester, APSC, together with
UMOJA, Latinn Coalition, United MWinos-
ties Counedl, and Lambda Allance, deliv-
ered a presentation to the Couneil of Undes-
graduate Deans regarding the need to in-
crease diversity in the academic experienice.

APSC Chair ManaNakagawa
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Student Perspectives

[ feel honored and privileged to
have been awarded the PAACH 2006
Fizing Leader Award [ remember at-
tending the Fifth-Year Anniversary
Celebration of PAACH earlier this
gchool year in a packed Bodelr Lounge
and realizing the tremendous, positive
irnpact that PAACH has on APLA un-
dergraduates at Penn MNow only a ris-
ing sophomore, [ know that hearing the
raw stories from PAACH's founders of
the center's ewolution from idealistic
preoccupation to tangible reality was
undoubtedly inspiring.  Indeed, [ be-
lieve that the passion, devotion and en-
thuziazm of PAACH = initial dreamers
continue to embolden APlAs on cam-

By Wilson Tong C'09

pus through not only PAACH s physi-
cal emstence (soon-to-be significantly
renovated), but also itz plethora of aca-
demic, cultural, political, service and
leadership programming and opportumn-
ties. As a patticipant in PAACHs pro-
grarming, I can personally attest to the
inwvaluahle nature of such initiatives as
FEEE, APALI and APAHW. These
programs contributed significantly  to
my freshman year, assisting my transi-
tion to Penn and giving me the support
necessary toachieve success in academ-
ice and extracwricular leadership, as
well as to foster new relationships with
clazsmates, staff and faculty. Iiost im-
portantly, I believe that PAACH' s pro-

South Asia Society Celebrates 25 Years at Penn

Thiz past April, the Jouth Asia Society
was proud to celebrate the silver atndver-
saty of theit founding. To commemorate
thiz milestone, SAF organized a seties of
evetits from Mlarch 307 to April 24 in
cluding: a kickoff patty, outdoor cultural
fair or “mela” community banguet and
(of course) the traditional spring cultural
prograte. The mela featured booths spon-
sored by South Asian partner organiza-

PAACH Welcomes New

Shiella Cervantes is a
proud Penn  alumnae,
having graduated with a
major i1 Anthropology
and a minor in Asian
L American Studies.  Af
tet  personaly  going
through PAACH s pro-
grams, such as APALL and APAHW, and

?

hawving heen involved in several APIA or-
gatizations o campus including the Perm
Philippine Association and Oracle Senior
dociety, she is very excited to come back

tions and peformances by emerging
South Asian groups. The banoguet was a
charnice for everyone to reflect on 3AS7s
growth from its humble begitmings, The
evening’s highlights included speeches by
past board members as well as a video
montage of past 3A3 shows, The cultural
program, entitled “Ab Tak 257 had a
tecord tanber of patticipants and in-
cluded acts that ot ondy represented the

Fage 3

gratns have provided e with a height-
ened awareness and better understand-
ing of APIA issues. By further being
introduced to the comnplesaties of APLA
identity, [ am now able to better define
and shape mmy own personal identity and
aspirations as a second-generation Chi-
nese American within the APIA com-
trnty and in the broader society.

By Swathi Bonda W08

South Asian culture of today, but also
innchuded traditional and retro themes. All
in all, the SA% 25 anniversary celebra
tions were et with great success and
demonstrated how much the organization
had evolved as well as the incredible po-

tential for future growth.
For sore infornation about SAY abmend progrars,

please comtoet sasboandiBemail amn  Bbnnation
about ouwr orgmEatim can e found  af

www. sasheard ore

Rssociate Director, Shiella Cervantes C'04

to the center. As Associate Director, she
wotks with and adwises PAACH pro-
grams (AFALL PEER, APAHW, CATA-
PULTY as well as individual students and
student organizations. She has had the
privilege of witnessing PAACH s growth
atud development sitice the begitming and
iz looking forward to being a part of its
In addition to APLA
related issues, Shiella’s other interests
inchude mot going to the gym and sup-
potting the atts, especially independert
music and movies.

promising future.

PAACH Staff:

Jure V. Cho, Ph.D, Director
ek pobox npenn edu

Shiella Cervantes, basociate Divector
shiellaffpobox. upernn edn

Eusum Soin, Office Coordimator
knsurnsi@pobox upenn.edu
hitp - Shengnar vl apenn edufpaachH orreS

Work Study Students:
Ivlatianme Dondt (C708), Luis Chia (G707,
Haijing Qiu (C707) & Hina Wong (C707)



Fage 4

Notes from this year...

In hrief . the Asian Pacific American
Leadership Initiative (APALD), facilitated
by Wesley Makamura (C7 061 and Wle-
hteen Hossain (A706), continmued strong,
emmpowering a new group of APTA leaders
ofn our campus. We welcome Luis Chia
(C°07) and Artina Shiekh (C°0E) as the
facilitators for Fall 2006 and Spring 2007,
The Promoting Enriching Experiences
and Relationships (PEER) Mlentoting
Program continned to evolve as well, un-
det the ditection of Afsheen AL (A7O0T)
atd Jobony Wang (W06, adding a com-
munity service component to the pro-
gram’s scope. PEER remains the only
mentoring program campus specifically
geated towards freshman who are inter-
ested i APTA identity and concerns on

FPenn'’s campus and will be overseen in
Fall 2006-Zpring 2007 by Afsheen Al
and Elaine Khoong (C°07). Luds Chia (7
07 and Peggy Leung (C°0) were named
LicHair Bcholars, a program for first gen-
eration college students who are tracking
for theit doctorate degrees. Wesley Na-
katwara (706 was trecipient of the
UP&AN Senior Award. In Fall 20035, the
&gian Pacific American Heritage "Week
(APAHW) 2005 Committee and PAACH
welcomed actor B.D. Wong (TV's Law
and Order) to campus as our Keynote
Speaker for our celebration of culture.
Acclaimed Korean American author,
Chatg-rae  Lee [“Native Hon” and
“&1oft™) was also a part of the APAHW
lineup. APAHW 2005°s Charity Gala

Pan-fisian American Community House

raised over $1300 for 303 Boat People to
help wictims of Hurricane Katrina In
Apring 2006, PAACH and the APAHW
2006 committee  welcomed  Korean
American author Helie Lee (“3till Life
with Fice™ to campus, to discuss her
documentary “MMacho Like Me”, which
chronicled the titne she spent lving her
life as a mar and the challetnges faced by
an A sian American mat,

University of Pennsylvania Asian Alumni Network (UPAAN)

Penn Alum!
Check out TPAATN!

Did wou know that there is an alumid ot-
gatdzation  just for YOU? T ity
UP&AN—the University of Pennsyl-

watia's Asian Alaed Metwork  Like
FPAACH, UPAAN iz five years old and
wout patticipation is critical to its success.
FAACH and UPAAN work collabora-
tively to ensure that abumed are aware of

Alumni Spotlight: Gizelle Gopez C'05

Gizelle Gopez (G705 currently
resides in Stamford, Cotnecticwt, working
for the non-profit disaster relief and hu-
matitarian aid organization, AmeriCares,
as an International Associate for the Asia-
Pacific region. She assists in the design
management, and evaluation of long-term
ofi-goitng healtheare programs with in-
field healtheare pattners in Bangladesh

events in their area designed to create a
netwotk of APIA colleagues, mentors and
friends. For more information, please
check their website at: www upaan. org or
contact PAACH to get connected!

Cambodia, China, North Korea, MMongo-
la, the Philippities, and Vietnam. Gizelle
hopes to recormect with Penn's APIA
student groups to collaborate on how
Asian Ameticans can help to proactively
educate, advocate and address need in
ovetlooked international Asian communi-
ties. Gizelle graduated with a double
degtee in Political Science and Uthan

Studies with a minor in Asian American
Studies. As an active memhber of the Penn
APLA community, she was involved with
Fenn Philippine Association, PEEER,
APALL Oracle and Sphiree (Honor Bocie-
ties) and many other groups. Gizelle was
the recipient of the 2005 UPAAN Benior
Sozard as well as the 2005 PAACH Sen-
ot Awrard.

Gonsider giving to programming

i -

at PRACH...click on “donate” when you wvisit our webpage:
http:/ /www.ypul.upenn.edu/paach/Home/




